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View U Brighter
for Disney Subsidy
• The prospects of a
VirgintKsubsidy for a
Disn^ theme park
improved nurkedly when
lawoukers seeking to hold
h hostage were
ouUnancuvered. Pt^Ai4

New Ufe, Old Idea
• A cituen panel endorsed
merit pay lor Fairfax
teachers, {(Iving new life lo
a program eUmioated last
]re*r. PageAlS

Wfntw Storm
• A m^r winter stonn
eurged toward the
Wasfaingtofl arealast nl^t,
ihreatening tohil the ar«a
with the heaviest anow of
tfae season.

Echoes of '84 in Gay-Rights Debate:
" .f

Same Arguments Heard as Montgomery Eyes Ending Decade-Old Ban'
' ^ ....... . ha\»» Ift liir» TKa a rtIai

By Kevin Sullivan
W*diL'«Mi Pmi Sufl friim

John Willis. o{ Kockville, tdd the
Montj^oniery County Council last
night that he ifia tolerant man wlio
supports gay rlfihis, a sutemeni
that drew derisive laughter from
gay-rlj;hlB advocates gathered in
the hearing room.

Willis turned lo them aod thun*
dered:

would inarch wilh you homo
sexuals for the light to spvak, but
you do not have the right to advo
cate your homosexuality with my
miitor children!"

Wilhthat, Willis di&(ilied a pai»k>n-
ate debate that Usled for three hours
among 150 homosexuals, teachers,
mkislers, a labbi, parenist, students,
govemnoentofficialsaod sciftntists.

hi 1984, Montgomery County en
actedViiial Wfis then ground-breaking
Ic^idatkm banning employment dls-
cruninatkm against ItoinosexuiUs. Bui
to looUily angry retigiousgroups and
eoundlmember William E. Kaiina Jr.,
now the counr^l president, two ex
ceptions were added to the law.

Oiic said rtHigious groups dldo't

bave to hire homosexuals. The oth
er—tlte one debated last night—.
said thai en'ftloyen! didn't have to
liiie aiiyoTK who ''ad\'0CBted' a ho
mosexual or bisexual lifestyle if the
job required the employee to work
wilh cliildrch of the same sex.

That second exemption never has
been invoked or challenged. Gay
groups and the county's Human R«-
Utions Commission now say that it
was an unnecessary safeguard that
dioukl be strickcn from the law.
They say it is anachronisticand pro
motes unfounded,hateful stereotypes
about gay people as pedophiksi

At least five of the council's nine
members favor striking the provision,
so there seems to llltle doubt
about the outcome when tfie council
votes on the mailer in a few weeks.

Out last night's hearing in Rock-
ville showed that the opposition re
mains as angry and vocal as it was
in 1984. Wdl more than half of the
crowd favored keeping the provi
sion in place, asserting that advo
cates of homosexuality should be
kept awEO' from children.

"Tlie idea thai homosexuality is
not directed toward sex withboysis

h

a repudiation of an entire WM'ld oC
history,"saidJudith Relsman, tlw,
liisiitutc for Media Education,'
based in Arlington.

Reisman receiveda tong eianding'
ovatbn after telling the council that
mainstream homosexual lilersture is
fliicd with explicit references to seif
wkh cltildren. She and several others
said the law shouldkeep hoAwtsexuals
fiom advocating their lifestylearound
impressionable children.

Those who disagreed whh Rei»-.
man said (here is no evidence sug
gesting that homosexuals are more'
likely than heterosexuals to niolesl
children. ,

''1'here Is no reason other thin,
prejudice to believe" that is the,
rase, said Stephen Nassau, chair*
man of the Human Ketations Com-:
mission, which administer*; ihe
county's antl-discriinioatkm laws,

Nassau said (he law in question,
tas ito pbice in the laws of a ctimmu--
niiy as highly educated and sopltls-
Ikvitedas Montgomery CuuiUy,*

Several speakers said they feax^.
(hat homosexual teachers would
advocate homosexual lifestyles to'
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